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In Lidia lichens have not attracted as 
much attention as other disciplines of Botany. 
Lichens are of great significance because of 
their symbiotic nature. They are also known 
to absorb radio-active fallout, indicate air 
pollution, produce antibiotics and are used in 
rock dating etc. During the last decade 
studies on these aspects of lichens have been 
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their taxonomical investigation. But still our 
knowledge in these fields is inadequate and 
requires further study. 


Presently the Central National Herbarium 
of Botanical Survey of India has about 7000 
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140 genera, which are arranged according to 
the system of Zahlbruckner (1926), with modi¬ 
fications of Santesson (1952) and Hale (1974). 
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mainly by Wallich from Eastern India, Hooker 
and Thomson from Eastern Himalayas, Kurz 
from Bengal and Andaman isls. and G. Watt 
from Manipur. These have been described by 
lichenologists such as Tayler (1847), Nylander 

(1867, 1869 and 1873) and Mull.-Are. (1892V 
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In India, work on lichens was started in 
the late forties at the Indian Botanic Garden. 
Howrah, when Biswas & Awasthi (1948) re¬ 
corded about 700 lichen species and discussed 
their distribution in tropical, subtropical and 
temperate regions of India. 


Subsequently, the lichens were also colle¬ 
cted by R. S. Rao during the Indian expe¬ 
dition to Cho-Oyu, E. Nepal and R. S. Rao 
and G. Panigrahi from Arunachal Pradesih. 
These have been described by Awasthi (I960. 
1961), who included 104 species (32 from Cho- 
Oyu and 72 from Arunachal Pradesh). Many 
of them were new reports for the area. 


With the establishment of the Crypto- 
gamic Unit in the Headquarters of the Bota¬ 
nical Survey of India, in the year 1961, the 
taxonomic studies on this group also were 
taken up. Collections were made with re¬ 
newed interest, to enrich the herbarium, and 
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and Roy Chowdhury (1967, 1968) published six 
species of Graphitic from Eastern Himalayas, 
of which Graphina darjeelingensis and Gra- 
(phina awasthii were new. Later, a new 
species, Buellia subramaniana was described 
by Roy Chowdhury (1971c) from West 
Bengal. 


Roy Chowdhury in the recent years has 
collected about 2000 specimens from various 
localities of 24-Parganas West Bengal. Based 
on these he published several papers (Roy 
Chowdhury, 1971a, 1971b, 1973 and 1975). 
These includes 20 new records for the country. 
He has also prepared an account of the 
lichens of the Indian Botanic Garden, 
Howrah, 
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Singh since the year 1975 has been work¬ 
ing on the lichen flora of Eastern Himalayas. 
He made an intensive collection of lichens 
from Manipur in the year 1976 & 1979. These 
collections include 3 genera ( Calenia , Astero- 
thyrium and Echinoplaca ) and five species 
(Calenia conspersa, Echinoplaca epiphylla, E, 
pellicula , Gyalectidium rotuliforme, Tricharia 
triseptata ) new to India (Singh 1977, 1978, 
1979). Further studies are still in progress. 

Our country is rich in its lichen flora, but 
still vast areas need to be explored intensively. 
Besides, a large number of species descri¬ 
bed/reported by earlier workers from the 
country are not represented in the Central 
National Herbarium. The Botanical Survey 
of India is now actively engaged in lichen 
studies and hopes to fill these gaps in the 
future by making specialized collections. 
During the past few years several new taxa 
and new records have been added as is 
evident by the above mentioned publications. 


—— and —— New or noteworthy species of Gra- 
p hina from Darjeeling Himalayas-I. Ibid. 10 : 
267-269. 1968. 

Hale, M. E. The Biology of lichens. 181 pp. William 
Clowes & Sons. London. 1974. 

Muller, J. (Mull -Arg.). Lichenes Manipurensis, a 
cl. Dr. G. Watt. Circa Manipur ad limites orien- 
talis India Orientalis 1881-1882 lecti. J. Linn. 
Soc. Bot 29 : 217-231. 1892. 

Nylander, W. Lichenes Kurziani e Calcutta. Flora 
50 : 3-9. 1867. 

- Lichenes Kurziani Bengalienses. Ibid. 52 : SO¬ 
TS. 1867. 

—— Lichenes Insularun Andaman. Bull. Soc. Linn. 
Normand. II, 7 : 162-183. 1874. 

Boy Chowdhury, K. N. Twelve noteworthy lichens 
from India. Bull. bot. Surv. India 13 : 43-45. 
1971a. 

- Six noteworthy corticolous lichens from India. 

Ibid. 13 : 341-343. 1971b. 

- A new species of Lichen from West Bengal. 

Ibid. 13 : 346-347. 1971c. 

- Unrecorded species of Lichens from India. 

Ibid. 15 : 132-136. 1973. 
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